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+CIFRC

AGREEMENT

between

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT

and

THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION
“ OF RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT SOCIETIES

concerning

THE LEGAL STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION
OF RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT SOCIETIES
IN THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT
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The first party: The Government of The Arah Republic of Egypt on the one hand,
amd

The second party: the International Pederation of Red Cross and Red Crescant Socicties, on the other

RECALLING the Statutes of the International Red Cross &nd Red Crescent Movement, zdopted by the
twenty-filth International Conference of the Red Cross (Geneva, 1986), which embody the general
objective of the Jmternational Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Socicties (the International
Federation) to “inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of kumsnitirian action

by the National Sccieties, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering snd thereby
contributing to the maitdermnce and the promotion of peacs in the world,”

RECALLING the main functions of the International Federution, in accordance with the aforementioned
Statutes and its Constitution, pertzin to disaster relief efforts end the provision of assistance to the
development of Red Cross or Red Crescent Natiomal Societies in particular!

* 10 act a8 the permanent body of liaison, coordination and study between the Naticnal Societies
erid 1o give them any assistance they might request;

* to encourage and promote in every country the establishment and development of an independent
and duly recognized National Society;

* to bring relief by all available msans to all dizaster victims;

# to ssist the National Societics in their disaster relief preparedness, in the crganization of their
relief pctions and in the relief operntions themselves;

= 10 organize, coordinate and direct international relief actions in accordance with the Principles
and Ruies adopted by the Internutional Conference;

* 10 encournge and coordinate the participmion of the National Societies in activities for
safeguarding public. health and the promotion of social welfare in cooperation with their
appropriste national authorities;

SIZING the Parties” mutoal interest in determining the legal status of the second perty and its
on the territory of the Arab Republic of Egypt, particulurly if the Tnternutiona] Federstion
establish a Delegation on the territory to perform its legal functicns,

SIDERING the necessity of concluding & formal agreement <o define this legal status to penmit
implementation,

PART I - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

Fur the purposes of the preseat Agreement:
&) "Agreement”: the current Agreement;
b)  "State": The Arsh Republic of Egypt;
¢) "Government": the Government of the State;
d)  "Tesritory”™: the territory of the State;
¢)  “Competent Authority™ ths Ministry of Foreign Affeln of the Amb Republic of Egypt
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“International Federation” or “IFRC"; the International Federation of Red Cross and Red

o)

P

Crescent Societies;

“Pasties": both the Government and the International Fedeeation,

"Secretary General™: Seoretary General of the International Federation;

“Delegation”: any office established by the Internatiomal Federstion on the Territory,
including but not limited 1o representative offices, sub-delegations, delegations and
regional delsgations;

"Head of Delegation": the highest officer of the Delegation, or the person officially acting
on his'her behalf in histher absence;

"Delegates”; the staff of the Internationa! Federation who carry out their fimetions in the
Delegation as appropriate, with the exception of Loeally recruited stafl;

*Locally recruited stafl™; parsonnel recruited by the Internstional Federation locally to
work on the Territory of a country und who are nationsls or permanent residents of the
State;

"Members of the Delegation”: the Head of Delegation, Delegates and locally recruited staff.
“Officials": any representative acting in un official capacity for the IFRC, including all
persons regularly employed by the IFRC and all representatives and/or individuals
occupying a position in the IFRC’s Govemanos structure.

*Experts”; thase persons engaged or deployed on a temporary basis by the IFRC, including
consultants and persons with specific expertise in & particular arca.

*National Society" means the Egyptian Red Crescent Sodiety.

“Humanitarian Activities” include:

1. Relief for all persons affected by disasters through all availuble means;

2. Organizing, coordinating, and dirccting international relief cperations based on the
principles and rules of the Red Cross and Red Cregcent disaster relief as adopted by
the Internationsl Conference;

3, Providing relief to victims of armed conflicts and internal coaflicts, promoting and
developing international humanitarian law, and disseminating this law and the
fundamental principles by signing agreements with other components of the
Moaovement;

4. Any other activities assigned by the General Assembly of the IFRC;

5. Tasks assigned to it by the Toternationsl Coaference.

*IFRC Objectives™ means the overarching goals of the IFRC, the largest humanitarian
network in the woeld, which relies on volunteess in the world with its 191 member National
Societles of Red Cross and Red Crescent, serving over 160.7 million people annually
through long-term developmental services and programs, and an additional 110 million
through disaster respense and early recovery operations, The IFRC operates before, during,
und after disasters and health emergencies to meet the needs of the valnersble and improve
their lives. The IFRC performs these tasks impartially, without discrimination based on
nationality, race, gender, religious beliefs, social clasz, or politicsl opinions. Its strength
fies in its network of volunteers, focal community expertise, independence, and neutrality.
The IFRC strives to elevate humanitarian standards, act us a partoer in development and
disuster response, and advocute for the vulnerable to create healthy and safe corumunities,
reduce vulnerabilitics, enhance resilience, snd promote peace globally.

Article 2
Implsmsntation measuses

I The Government shall take all necassary measures to ensure the implementation of the provisions
of the Agreement. It undertakes inter alia %o issue the appropriate instructions to all relevant
public authorities concamed.

2 The Secretary General will take all necessary measures to ensure that the Intemationnl Federstion,
its represeatatives, and members of the Delegation, will comply with the tenms of the Agreement,
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Article 3

The Agreement shall be interpreted in accardance with its initfal goals, the Geneva conventions and the
IFRC constitution, which are to enable the International Federation to wssume its mandate and
responsibilities, carry out its duties, and implement its programmes in a comprehensive and effective
manner.

Article 4
Dispute Settlenent

Any disagreement between the two Parties to this Agreement régarding the interpretation. or
implementation of the Agreement shall be resolved through negotiation,

2. ‘This Agreement and its interpretation and any difference or dispute arising out of or refated % this
Agreement or any matter relating 1o its existence, validity, or enforcement that has not been settied
amicably shall be refecred 10 and resoived by arbitration in accocdance with the rules of the Cairo
Regional Center for International Commercial Arbitration. Through three arbitrators appointed in
accordance with these nules, the place of arbitration shall be in Cuiro, Egypt. The language of
arbitration shall be Euglish, the law applicable to arbitration is Egyptian ltw and the urbitral
decision shall be final and binding on the Parties.

3, In all other matters not relating to the Interpretation and epplication of the Agreement betwesn

the twa Parties, the national courts shall be competent unless the mattes is governed by negotistion
or &rbitration under the terms of a contractual agreement. This includes any employment-reisted
disputes between locally recruited staff and the [nternational Federation; any peivate law disputes
hrought by third parties or the State agsinst Members of the Delegation acting in their private
{and non-official) capacity; snd any enforcement actions regarding arbitral decisions.

PART II - PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE STATUS OF THE IFRC

Artiele 5
Legal personality of the IFRC

. TMSmamopﬁasthhmm\hmleﬁpawwhyofunmmmanhmdwﬁdmmd
N\, down in the Statutes of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, adopted by the
& NOXVHh Intermational Conflerence of the Red Cross (Geneva, 1986). The State further recogalzos
ilhat the [FRC acts under its own Constitotion and this Agreement with all rights and obligations
« corpornte body with an International legal personality.

arder to exercise its functions and achieve its goals, the [FRC shall, on the Territory, possess
intecnational legal personality with the full capscity to contrect, to acquire and disposs of
immoysble and movable property and institute legal proceedings.

Article 6
_Fresdom of action end ficld of operation of the [ERC

| The TFRC shall be pesmitted 10 carry out, on the Territory, all sctivities necessary for the
fulfiiment of its humanitarian mission, in accordance with its own Constitution sad with the
Pundamental Principles of the Intersational Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement zod foe
provisions of thiz Agreemeni.

v
Lé:
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On the Territory, the IFRC shall sct through or in sgreement with the National Society #ad all of
its activities shall be condicted in prior coordination with it, in compliance with the laws and
objectives of the Red Cross and Red Cresoent Socleties, and in conformity with any applicable
Jaws of the host country und to the extent compatible with this Agreement to achieve the
hamanitarian purpose outlined in this Agreement. All exemptions granted to the Federation under
this Agreement shall apply to uny tools, funds, or movable sssets transferred, donated, or ceded
by the Pederation to the National Society.  The IFRC, its officials and office bearers are
permitted to use the emblem of the red cross end red crescent at sll times inside the Territory.

The IFRC agrees to notify the Ministry of Foreign Affairs price to holding any international or
regional conferences so that the Competent Authoeity may sssist in the facilitation of the
conference, including through the {ssuance of visas and organization of any other logistics.

The IFRC is committed to coordinating with the competent sutherity and respecting any
applicable rational laws and not disturbing the public order of the State. This includes not using
its facilities as 1 refuge for fugitives from judgments, those wanted for srrest, those wanted by the
investigation authorities, or those agelnst whom a deportation decision has been issued.

Article 7
Fasiliti

The Government shall facilitate the humanitarian ectivities of the IFRC to the greatest extent possible.
Specifically, it shall peait and facilitate all transnational operations, and communications of the IFRC.
It shall, 1o the meximum extent possible, apply fo the IFRC the "Measures to Expedite Intemnational
Relief" adopted by Resolution V1 of the XXITird International Conference of the Red Cross (Bucharest,
1977) and subsequently reaffirmed by Resolution A/RES/32/56 (1977) of the United Nations General
Assembly.

Article 8
Logistics Requirsmonts

The Government shall facilitate the deployment by the IFRC of ad hoc emergenoy logistics operating
from its country for the suppost of its operations in the region. The Government shall authorize the IFRC
to receive, stock, distribute, dispatch or transfer mrticles intended for official use and articles intended
for [FRC assistance programmes within the country or in another country without imposing tinie limits.

Article 9
Freod £f is) "

old funds or currencies of any kind and 10 manage accounts in any currency; and
transfier its funds or currency within the Teritory or from ooe country to another, ss well
a5 the convert any currency beld by it mto amy other currenzy.

transactions,
Arilcle 10
Tax exempiions

The IFRC, its assets, premises, income 2nd property shall be sxempt from direct taxation, except
for daes which constitute charges for public utility services.
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The Government shall make appropriate administrative arrangements for the remission or return

of the amount of all indirect taxes (value added taxes) upon the IFRC's procuremeat of movable

and immoveble property for official use on the Territory of the State or in another country where

the IFRC operates, which tax is included in the price to be pueid. This includes procurernent or

mpoﬂdmdmoﬁndmhnhagbdhﬂnﬂ@soﬁdﬂuﬁﬂnﬁuhmy’ orin
country,

Article 11
Exemption from Customs Taxes

The IFRC shall be exempt from customs taxes s well &3 from all other taxes und restrictions on
the Emport, export or transit through the Territory of all goods and materials imported under its
name for official use, This exemption also applies to IFRC, written or audio-visusl materials and
medical items and relief supplies intended for (FRC assistunce programumes within the Territary
or in another country, The IFRC may not sell what it imported while epjoying this exemption,
except under conditions agreed upon with the Government. Tn case the exempted items are sold
within the Territory or used for non-exempt purposes, the applicable customs duties and taxes
shall be paid in sccordance with any spplicable lsws in force.

In cass of transit, the IFRC shall be exempt from depositing or paying the transit bonds and shall
have physical access 1o the consignments and the possibility to unpack and repack.

The IFRC shall be granted sir-traffic wnd harbour rights and be exempt of all relatsd fees
sssociated therewith, including overflying, Janding, perking snd royalties for all forms of
transportation over ot through the Territory of the country In addition fo port and dock dues
covering inter alin navigation, mooring end unlonding. The IFRC shalf be granted the right to use
Port facilities to receive md dispatch humanitarisn cargo. The [FRC shall be exempt from port
und other similar charges.

Article 12
Ersedom of communication

For official purposes and without any interference, the [FRC has the right to use the means of
when communicating with IFRC

‘The IFRC shall be permitted to import and install radio communications devices in its facilities
and on its premises and to nse moblle devices on the Territory in socordunce with the techuical
and organizational requirements established by the competent Government suthority. The [FRC
shall use frequencies allocated for this purpose by the competent national muthority, in accordance
with Resolution 10 (Rev, 10 WRC-2000) of the International Telecommunication Uniomn.

In all matters relating to officisl communications, the IFRC shall enjoy treatment not less

favorable thun that sccorded to infermational intergovernmentsl organisations or diplomatic
missions.

The [FRC shall have unrestricted acoess to the national and intemational printed and breadcast
medis.

The [FRC shall have the right to send and receive comrespondente by courier or in sealed bags,
which shall have the same privileges and immunities as diplomstic couriers. The bags must be
elearly marked with the emblem of the Red Cross and Red Crescent and the name of the IFRC.,

The Government shall not intsrfiere with IFRC cammunications, including the transfer of dats,
through interception, censorship or any other meany.
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Article 13

The IFRC, its property and assets, including its vehicles, regardiess of their location and ownership,
shall enjoy immunity from every form of legal and administrative proccedings, unless the Secretary
General hay expeessly waived this immunity in 2 particular cage.

. The IFRC's premises, regardless of their location and ownership, shall be inviolable. The IFRC's

property, data, and assets, regardless of their location and ownership, skall enjoy immunity from
search, requisition, confiscation, expropriation, and any other form of interference, whether by
executive, administrative, judicial, or legislative action.

The archives of the IFRC and all documents and date belonging 10 or owned by the IFRC are
Inviolable, regardless of their location.

3, Noa physical person or moral entity may use the name of the IFRC or its emblem exoept through

the IFRC or its employees or 3 legal agreement or written authorization from the IFRC,
Article 15

1. The TFRC has the right to process personal dats necessary foe the performance of its functions in
the exercise of its mandate and humanitarian work.

2. The processing of personal data by the IFRC shall be coversd by the privileges and immunities

stipulated in the present Agreement. In particular, the IFRC processes personal data in accordance
with its Policy on the Protection of Personal Data, Additionally, the IFRC's Data Protection Office
is in charge of overseeing the orgenization’s data processing,

3.The IFRC exclustvely susures that its Policy on the Protection of Persoral Data is respected for its

processing activities, including through its sub-processors, with respect to the processing activities
that the IFRC is monitoring.

PART 111 - PROVISIONS ON THE LEGAL STATUS OF THE DELEGATION

Article 16

< The IFRC may, at eny time, transform its Delegation into a regionsl delegation and shali
consequently be entitled to expand the scope of its activities to inciude the territories of other states

in the region, with the consent of ths goverments of those states and in coordination with the host
counry,

The headquarters of the Delegation shall be in the capital of the State. With the consent of the
Competent Authority, the IFRC may establish sub-delegations in other locations In the Territory.
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Article 17
The Delegation’s Members

The Secretary General shall notify the Competent Authority of the name of the Head of Delegation as
soon as he/she takes up his/her position in the Delegation. The Head of Delegation shall notify the
Competent Authority of the numes of other members of the Delegation os soon as they take up their
post. Information about members leaving the service of the Delegation shall be notified in the same way.

1. Subject to the provisions of article 4, the Head of the Delegation and IFRC Delegutes (who are not

Egyptians Nationals) listed on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigration” schedules are
entitled to the following:

A ~ Immunity from legal process in respect of words spoken or written and all acts performed by
them in their official capacity. This immunity will exempt them from testifying or giving evidence
on acts of omissions occurring in the course of the performance of their duties on any infortnation
they may have obtained in the performance of their duties.

B — Exemption from taxation in respect of salarics, allowances paid 1o them by the IFRC, or those
received by thom from outside the Tervitory in general, and exemption from any compuisoty social
seourity scheme in the Territory.

C ~ Immunity, along with their spouse and relatives dependent on them, from immigration
resirictions and alien registration, the Government will provide them with the appropriate visas and
&ny other necessary permits as soon 28 possible, in accordance with the Inws and regulations
governing this subject.

D — The same privileges in respect of exchange facilifics as are accorded to diplematic missions
and intergovernments! organizations,

E ~ They, together with their spouses and relatives dependent on them, bave acoess 1o the same
repatriation facilities in times of national or international crisis as members of diplomatic missions
and intergovernmental organizations,

F -The right to import once, free from taxation, their fumniture and persenal effects, within the first
6 months starting from the date of their arrival to assume their duties in the Federation in the Arab
Republic of Egypt, as well as the right to import one vehicle under a customs suspension regime,

/ Disposal of such items shall require prior approval from customs authorities and payment of all
spplicable customs duties sad other applicable taxes.

G~ Exemption from national service obligations,

In addition to the privileges and immunities listed above, the Head of Delegation, his/her deputy, their
spouses, and relatives dependent on them, shall enjoy the same status accarded to diplomatic agents
under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of Aprl 18, 1961,
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2. Locally recruited staff shall not enjoy the immunities, und facilities specified in

paragraph 1 of this article, They are, howevet, entitied 1o immunity from legal process in respect
of wards spoken or writtan and all acts performed by them in their official capacity and will be
exempted, even after leaving the service of the Delegation, from testifying or giving evidence on
cts or omissions occurring in the course of the performance of their duties or any information they
may have obtained in the performance of their duties.

Article 19

1.Subject to the provisions of article 4, all Officials and Experts on temporary missions for the IFRC
shall be accorded such privileges and immunitics as are necessary for the independent excrcise of
their functions during the period of thelr missions. In particular they shall be accorded:

a) Immunity from personal arrest or detention and from seizure of their personal baggage;

b) Immunity from Jegal process in respect of words spoken or written and all acts performed
by them in their official capacity. This immunity from legal process shall continue to be
sccorded even after the persoos concerned are no longer employed on missions for the

IFRC.

¢) Inviolability for all official papers and documents;

d) Exemption in respect of themselves and any spouse or relstives dependent va them who
may be traveling with the expert, from immigration restrictions and alien registration;

€) The same privileges in respect of exchange facilities as are accorded {0 diplomatic missions
and intergovemmental organizations.

In addition to the status specified in paragraph 1 of the present article, the President and the Secretary
General of the IFRC or any person acting on their belal{ during their ahsence from duty, shall be
nccarded in respect to themszlves, their spouse and thelr relatives dependent on them, the immunities,
privileges, exemptions, and facilities accorded 1o diplomatic envoys in accordance with the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations of April 18, 1561,

2. Officials and Experts who are nationals of the State or permunent resident in the Territory, shafl not

enjoy the immunitics, and privileges specified in paragroph ! of this article, They dre, however,
entitled to immunity from legal process in respect of words spoken or written and all acts pecformed
by them in their official capacity and will be exempted, even afer Jeaving the service of the
Delegation, from testifying or giving evidence on acts or omissions occurting in the course of the
mam&mamwmmmqm.mmmmmam
duties.

Article 20
Stutus of Representatives of Members of the I[FRC

ives of the National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in regard to meetings convened
by the IFRC on the Territory shall, while excrcising their functions end during their journeys to- sod
from the place of meeting, enjoy the immunities as set out in Article 19, paragraphs (o), (b), (<), (d), and
().
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All persons referred to in this Agreement shall have the right of eatry into, exit from, sojoum and free
movement within the Territory, in their official capscity. Visas, entry permits or licenses, where
required, shall be granted as soon as possible in accondince with spplicable laws and regulations.

Article 22
Waiver of Privilsges and Immamities

The IFRC shall cooperate with the Egyptian suthorities to ensure due course of fustice, observance of
pertinent laws, and provention of abuss of privileges, imawnitics, and facilities vutlined in this
Agreement. The immunity, facilities, exemptions, and privileges outlined in Articles 13, 14, 18 and 19
end any other Asticle of this Agreement are granted not for the personal benefit of the individuals
themselves but to ensure the effective execution of their Kumanitatian mission in strict accordance with
the Pundamenml Principles of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. As a result, the
Sacretary General or hiwher designate has the right but also the duty to waive the immunity of sny
mmmdhwymwhninhopmonoﬁho&wawmmhmmumﬂd
impede the course of fustics and cun be waived without prejudice to the IFRC's interests.

The Egyptian government shail notify, with its decizion, the IFRC to waive the immunity of any of its
employees in cases where these is an obstruction of justice or misuse of such immunities.

Article 23

1."The Government shall facilitate the acquisition or wilization of appropriate office premises for
the Delegation, as well as suiable housing for the Delegation's bead and delegates.

2. The Government shsll take all necessity measures to protect the delegation’s premisss from
im:immwmmwmmmmdmwmmm&um
of its dignity.

Article 24
Vehicles registration

The Government shall permit registration of the Delegation’s vehicles in the same manner as diplematic
missions.

PART IV - FINAL PROVISIONS

Force and App “‘. of © Agyesmen

‘This Agreement shall erter into force from the date of receipt by the IFRC of notification from
the Competent Authority indicating that all internal procedures necessary for the entry into force
of the Agreement have been completed.
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The Secretary Gengral shall notify the Competert Authority of hivher desire to open & Dolegation
oniu‘rmiuy If the Delegation is closed for any reason, the Secretary Geneeal shall inform the

Authority, within a period ot exeesding three months of the date of clasure,
mdd;e:pplludon of part three of this Agreement shall cease, If the Secretary General notifies
the Competent Authorily of his intention o re-open the Delegation, the terms of pirt three of the
Agreement shall be reapplied without modification.

Article 26
Amendments

The Parties may make changes and amendments 1o the Agresment if they agree to do so in writing. This
smendment will take effsct from the date of receipt by the IFRC of notification from the Competent

Authority indicating that all intemal procedures necessary for the entry into foree of the Agreement hatve
been completed.

Article 27
T erminati

Eithér Party may suspend the implementation of this Agresment or terminate this Agreement according
{0 & written notice submitted at least six months prior to its terminaticon or suspension date,
IN WITNESS WHEREOF duly authorized, the undersigned, hnve signed and ssaled this Agreoment.

Written ON 17 Pebruary 2026 in two original copies, in both Englich snd Arabic languages, each copy
being equally authentic, In the event of any discrepancy between the two, the English text shall prevail,

For the Government of The Arab Republic For the International Federstion of Red
of Egypt Cross and Red Cregcent Socletles

haled B BAYY Vpdwum A Votkto

Ambassador Khaled X1 Bakly Ms. Kathryn Forbes

pistant Forelgn Minister for Human President of the [nternational Federation
Ri of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
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